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Google Books in Europe

• 13 European library partners
• 5 National Libraries

– Austria
– Italy
– Netherlands
– Czech Republic
– UK
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• Digitization ~ 600.000 Volumes / ca. 180 Mio. pages
• Only public domain material
• Project start

– Planning and preparation phase: July 2010
– Operational project (digitization): Beginning of 2011

• ~70 project team members, 20 in core team
• 7 work packages

Key data Austrian Books Online (ABO)
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Quelle: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A 

ustria_Hungary_ethnic_de.svg“Legal deposit”
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Quelle: http://deu.archinform.net/projekte/107

Department of Manuscripts 
and Rare Books

Map Department
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Department of Music
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Quelle: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Palais_Lobkowitz_Vienna_Oct._2006_006.jpg

Theatre Museum
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Fidei Commiss Library
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Preparatory phase July – Dec 2010

• Integration with organisational processes
• Allocation of Personnel, Resources 
• Logistics - Assessments and test runs
• Creation of project plan

• WP1 Book Logistics
• WP2 Metadata adaptation, Cataloguing
• WP3 Conservation / Restoration
• WP4 Quality Control
• WP5 Access
• WP6 IT Infrastructure and Data Storage
• WP7 Project Management
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Process
Preparation of Material

Shipping

Scanning Procedures

Repackaging and Shipping

Transfer of digital items

Quality Control

Reshelving

OCR and metadata

Metadata delivery
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Entire historical book holdings 
16th–19th century

 Flow of Physical Books
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Book pulling and cleaning
Book Pulling State Hall Book Pulling Depot Book Pulling gallery State Hall

Books 
in 3 rows

Assessment of book size
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Special Collection activities
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Book manipulation

Color-Slips-System

• Assessment of volumes
• Aleph-Search > partly 

stock revision
• Metadata check and 

ammendements
• Itemdata, Multi-volume 

works and boundwith!
• Barcoding
• Check out
• Final check of Carts

Book Manipulation Area

Boundwiths

Preparation of material Metadata ammendmenst

Check uot

Barcoding
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Conservatory Preselection and Maintenance

Fotodocumentation

Removal of mold

Status report

Conservatory preparations in books manipulation area Conservatory preparations at Institute for Restauration

Preselection
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Packing and Shipment
Logistics
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Reshelving
Reshelving

Check in

Reshelvng in State Hall
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2) Flow of Digital Volumes
Digitisation

Data Download

Access

ADOCO 
(Austrian Books 

Online 
Download 
& Control)

Storage in Pair Tree

Quality Control
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Status Quality Control – ADOCO* 

• Method
– Start beginning of July 2011
– 2,5 persons doing manual audit
– Searching for systematic, not individual errors
– Mix of automatic and manual methods
– 20 Mio digital files/year, 95.000 digital pages/day, 

manually impossible to check all
• Tool: ADOCO (ABO DOwnload and COntrol)

– Downloading volumes
– Internal viewer with possibility for error annotations

• Next steps
– Clustering of errors and suggestions of suspiscious files for 

manual audit
– Reporting module and statistics

Austrian Books Online DOwnload and COntrol
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Navigation via Treetable



Austrian Books Online

21/27
Jeanna Nikolov-Ramírez Gaviria

3rd LIBER-EBLIDA Workshop on Digitization of Library Material in Europe, Oct 7th 2011

Quality Control Palette
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Book Viewer
Catalogue / 
“Quick Search”

Full Text Search

[Mobile Apps]

• JPEG-2000 Master-Files stored redundantly
• Files linked with online catalogue
• Access-Copies generated on the fly
• URN-Resolver for permanent identification underway
• Searchable and accessible via 

• TEL http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
• Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/portal/

Data Access

http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
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Image Server

Catalogue

URN Resolver

Master Images

Digital Repository

Quick Search

Full Text 
Index Server

Book Viewer

ADOCO

USER

Digital files 
from Google
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http://books.google.com/books?id=nD9JAAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=thumbnail&q&f=false


Austrian Books Online

26/27
Jeanna Nikolov-Ramírez Gaviria

3rd LIBER-EBLIDA Workshop on Digitization of Library Material in Europe, Oct 7th 2011

Next

• Full Text
• Data Enrichment
• Named Entity Recognition
• Linked Data
• Additional Services for Digital Humanities
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Thank you!

jeanna.nikolov@onb.ac.at
www.onb.ac.at/austrianbooksonline
twitter.com/abooksonline
Images: Ingried Oentrich
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